MOYyBCTBYET, 4TO CTpaxoBasi KOMMaHUS  He
cOBMHeTCcs ¢ MecTa. Ecnu Baw apBokaT He
crnocobeH npeacTaBuTb Balle [eno nepeq cyaom,
CcTpaxoBaTenb 3HaeT 06 3TOM - 1 3TO Bam nospeguT!

Owunbka #3

Bbibop apBokata 6e3 npoBepKM ero penyTauuu.
Ecnm y Bac cepbe3Hoe peno ¢ Gonbwmmu
NOBEXAEHNSIMW, OYEHb BaXHO 3HaTb, YTO Bal
agBokaT MoxeT [obuTtbca GonbluMX pesynbraTos.
Cnpocute cBoero apgBokaTa, CKONMbKO [fen Ha
MUITIIMOH AONNapoB OH BbiUrpan. SAensercsa nu
OH u4neHom Apokatckoro ®dopyma «MwunnvoH
[JonnapoB»? OT0 wu3BecTHaa opraHuMsauus
a[BOKaTOB, KOTOpble BbIUTPANM WU MbiTanUCcb
BbIMrpaTh Aerna Ha MUIITIMOH A0NapoB Uiy bonbLue .
He kaxxgoe neno oueHnBaeTcs B MUINIIMOH ONapoB,
HO ecnu y Bac MMEHHO Takoe Aeno, ybeguTech B
TOM, YTO Ball aABOKaT MOXET CMpaBUTbCA C 3TUM
Oernom.

OwunbGka #4

Bbibop apBokaTta, KOTOPbIA He SIBNSAETCS YNIEHOM
Accounaumm AmepukaHckmx CyaebHbix HOpucTos,
Takmx kak Consumer Attorneys of California un
ATLA, the American Trial Lawyer Association.
Cepbe3sHble agBoKaThbl, KOTOPbIE CNeLnannu3npyroTcs
B chepe TenecHbIX NOBPEXOEHUIN, COTPYOAHNYALOT C
OpyrumMn agBokaTamm 1 y4aTcst OT APYrMX OTIIMYHbIX
cneuvanuctoB B 3Tton cdepe. B TenepelwHen
Henerkom cpede, Korga CTpaxoBble KOMMaHWUK
NCMNOMb3YIOT TPSA3HbIE TPHKN U CKPbITble METOAbI,
4YTOObI BbICTABUTL MOCTPadaBLUMX B MIOXOM CBETE,
OYeHb BaXXHO BbITb XOPOLLUO NPONHAOPMNPOBAHHBIM
M 3HaTb, Kak paboTatoT CTpaxoBble KOMMaHWK.

Owunobka #5
Boibop agBokata, Yy KOTOPOro HedoCTaTOYHO
pecypcoB, 4ToObl  CEpbEe3HO  OTHECTUCb

Kk Bawemy geny. [pu Bbibope agBokaTa obpaTtute
BHUMaHWE: BbIMMAOUT NI OH UMM OHa YCMELLHbIM?
BbirnaguTt nm nx ocumc kak Oyato y HUX gena nayt
xopowo? Vmeer nn 3TOT agBokaT KpeauTHYH
TNIVHUIO U JOCTaTOYHO aCCUCTEHTOB, HEOOXOOUMbIX
[N OOMKHOW NOArOoTOBKM Ballero aena?

lMogrotoBka Cepbe3HbIX Aen  MNo  TenecHbIM
noBpexageHnsm TpebyeT OGonbliMX UHAHCOBbLIX
pecypcoB. YTOObl MOArOTOBUTL [OEN0 AOSKHbLIM
obpasom, TpebyeTcs MOMOLLUb MHOMMX 3KCNepTOoB.
YacTto, Hanpumep, HeobxogMmo [ONpPOCUTb MHOro
JOKTOPOB, KOTOPbIE MO3Xe AOIMKHbI IBUTLCSA B CyA.
Takke HeOOXOAMMO HaHATb W OpPYrMx SKCMepTOB:
3KOHOMUCTOB, OMOMEXaHMKOB, 0300POBUTENBHO-
peabunmTaumMoHHbIX CNeLManncToB 1 CNeLnannucTos
Nno NiiaHUPOBaHMIO MOXM3HEHHOrO yxoda. 3aTtparthbl
Ha Ka4yeCTBEHHY MOAroTOBKY K OAHOMY Aeny MoryT
npeBblcuTb $100,000. Y6eamTecb B TOM, YTO Y BaLLETO
agBokata eCcTb [0CTaTOMHOE KOMUYECTBO [EHET,
yTOObI UMETHL AENo ¢ bonbLUMMK cneunanmcTamMmu.

Ownbka #6

3anpeT KoHTaKTa C NPEeXHUMW KIMeHTaMu agBokara.
Ecnn agBokaT OencTBUTENbHO XOPOLW, OH He
[OMMKeH OblTb MPOTUB TOro, 4TobObI paspelwnTb Bam
MoroBOpUTb C €ro npeabigywumMmn KnueHtamu. Y
noboro ycnewHoro agBokaTa €ecCcTb KIMEHTbl, C
KOTOPbIMM €My He CTbiOHO BaMm AaTb MOroBOPUTb.
Ecnn agBokaT BaM roBopuT, YTO HE MOXET OaTb
paspeLleHne NnoroBopuTb C €ero npexHUmu
KNMeHTamu, TWaTenbHO pacCMOTpUTE BEPOSITHOCTb
TOro, YTO Ha 3TO €CTb MPUYUHA: BO3MOXHO, OH He
OYeHb XOpPOLUO BbIMOMHWM CBOK paboTy Ansa Tex
NPOLLIMbIX KMUHTOB.

Ownbka #7

Bbibop agBokaTta, KOTOpbI He nybrnukoBancst U He
ynTan neKuun Ha TeMy TenecHbIX MOBpPeXaeHUN.
Cnpocute apgBokaTta, KOTOpOro Bbl cobupaeTtecb
HaHATb, KaKne cTaTbl OH Hanmcarn Ha TeMy TEMNeCHbIX
NOBPEXAEHNI M KaKNe Npe3eHTaLnmn OH gaBan gpyrum
afBokaTaMm Ha 3Ty Temy. Y3HanTe, y4acTBoBas v OH
B TENEBU3NOHHbIX Nepefavax, rae eMy nNpuxoamnnoch
pasroBapuBatb C nybnuMkonM noO Bompocam O
TenecHblX noBpexaeHunsax. Ecnu apgBokaTt Hukorga
He nybnukoBarncsd, He gaBan npeseHTauuni gpyrum
afBokaTaM, HMKOrda He BbICTynan He TeneBuaeHuu
- 3agymamTecb HACKOMbKO OH KOMMETEHTHbIM B
cchepe, B KoTOpON paboTaer.
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7 Mistakes in Selecting an
Accident Lawyer

MISTAKE #1

Selecting an attorney who is not a specialist, or
choosing someone who does wills, trusts and bank-
ruptcy or real estate instead of exclusively personal
injury law. Personal injury law is intricate and in-
volves many specialized rules and practices. You
risk the quality of your representation if you choose
an attorney that does not specialize in personal injury
law. The Law Offices of Edward A. Smith specializes

in personal injury law.

MISTAKE #2

Selecting an attorney who does not go to trials, arbi-
trations or mediations.

Many if not most attorneys who advertise they han-
dle personal injury cases have never seen the inside
of a courtroom. They take your case then if push
comes to shove, try to pressure you to settle for a pit-
tance. Insurance companies are very aggressive. If
they know your attorney doesn’t go to trial, that he’s
afraid of the courtroom, they will take advantage of
this and make ridiculous offers or make little or no
effort to settle your case. They know your attorney is
shooting blanks and that he will fold his hand...and
pressure you to fold too when he sees the insurer
isn’t going to budge. If your attorney isn’t willing to
put the case before a jury, the insurer knows it..and
it will hurt you.

MISTAKE #3

Selecting an attorney without a track record.

If you have a large case with serious injuries it's im-
portant to know that your attorney can deliver a large
verdict or settlement. Ask your attorney how many
million dollar verdicts or settlements he has had. Is
he a member of the Million Dollar Forum? The Mil-
lion Dollar Forum is a renowned organization of at-
torneys who have settled or tried cases worth a mil-
lion dollars or more.

Not every case is worth a million dollars, but if you
have that kind of a case, make sure you have an at-
torney who can deliver the goods.

MISTAKE #4

Hiring an attorney who is not a member of National
and Local Trial Lawyer Groups such as the Consum-
er Attorneys of California and ATLA, the American
Trial Lawyer Association.

Serious personal injury attorneys collaborate with
and learn from other excellent personal injury attor-
neys. In today’s very difficult environment where in-
surers are not hesitant to use dirty tricks and under-
handed methods to make injured people look bad,
it's critical to be up to date, and to know what the
insurers are up to.

MISTAKE #5

Hiring an attorney who does not have sufficient re-
sources to take your case seriously.

When you hire an attorney...look around..does he
or she look like they are successful? Does their of-
fice look like they are doing well? Does the attorney
have a line of credit or personal assets necessary
to properly prepare your case? Serious personal in-
jury cases are expensive to prepare. Many experts
are necessary to properly prepare a case. Often
many doctors must have their depositions taken and
must later appear in Court. Other experts such as
economists, biomechanics, accident reconstruction-
ists, vocational rehabilitation specialists and life care
planners must be hired.

The expense in a single case can often exceed
$100,000+ if properly prepared. Make sure your at-
torney has enough money to play with the big boys.

MISTAKE #6

Not allowing you to talk to his past clients.

If an attorney is any good do you think he’d have any
problem with allowing you to talk to past clients he’s
represented? Any attorney worth his salt has clients
he’s not ashamed to allow you to talk to.

If an attorney tells you he can’t allow you to speak
to past clients, you should consider carefully that
perhaps there’s a reason for that...that perhaps he
hasn’t done such a good job for those clients in the
past.

MISTAKE #7

Hiring an attorney who hasn’t written and lectured in
the personal injury field.

Ask the attorney you are considering hiring about
articles he’s written in the personal injury field and
presentations he’s given to other personal injury law-
yers.

Has he had a public service TV show where he’s
talked to the public about personal injury matters. If
the attorney has never written, never given presen-
tations to other lawyers, never hosted a TV show...
consider how much he likely knows about his field.

7 ownbOK, YacTo AonycKaembiX NMpu Bbibope
apBoKaTa B criyyae TernieCHbIX NOBPeXaAeHUN.

Ownoka #1

Bbi6op agBokarTa, KOTOpPbIN 3aHMMaeTcs
HacneacTBoM, GaHKPOTCTBOM, HEABMXXMMOCTbIO, HO
He cneunanmanpyeTcst UCKITIYUTENBHO Ha TENECHbIX
noBpeXaeHusiX. 3aKoHbl O TEMNECHbIX NOBPEXOEHNAX
OYeHb CIOXHble W BKMA4YalwwT B cebs MHOro
creymnanbHbIX NpaBun u metogoB. Bbl puckyete
KayeCcTBOM CBOEro NnpeacTaBneHns B cyae, ecnv Bbl
BblibepeTe afBoKaTa, KOTOPbIV He CneLmann3npyeTcs
B obrnactu TenecHbix noBpexaeHun. KOpungndeckni
oduc Egyapaa Cmuta cneumanmanpyetcs B obnactm
TenecHbIX NOBPEXAEHWA.

Ownbka #2
Bbibop apBokaTa, KOTOpbIi He npeacTaBnsieT
BallM  WHTEpecbl B  cygebHOM  cnyLllaHuw.

MHorve agBokaTbl, KOTOpblE AAlT peknaMmy O TOM,
YTO OHW 3aHMMAOTCS TENECHbIMU MOBPEXAEHUAMMU,
Hukoraa He 6biBanu B cygebHom 3ane. OHu BepyTca
3a Ballle [IeNo, HO KaK TONbKO YyBCTBYIOT AaBMeHne C
OPYrovi CTOPOHbI, OHM y6eXxaatoT Bac 3akpbiTh AeNo 3a
rpowwu. CTpaxoBble KOMMNaHUN O4YEHb arpeCCUBHbIE B
aToM nnaHe. Ecnn oHn 3HaAKT, YTO Ball aABOKAT He
XOOMUT Ha cyaebHble cnylwaHns n nsberaeT 3allinThbl
B cyaebHoM 3are, OHM BOCMONb3YOTCS 3TUM M ByayT
npegnaratb HEBEPOSITHO HU3KME CYyMMbI, Npunaras
MUHVMMYM YCUIUIA AN 3aKpbITMA Bawero gena. OHu
3HaoT, YTO Balll afBOKaT 6ECCUNEH M YTO OH CIOXUT
PYKM 1 3acTaBWUT Bac cAenath TO e camoe, Koraa



